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How empowered is the woman 
worldwide? 
Women's empowerment refers to 
making women powerful enough to 
make them capable of deciding for 
themselves. Women have suffered a lot 
through the years at the hands of men. 
In earlier centuries, they were treated as 
almost non-existent. As if all the rights 14

Indian Foreign Policy : The most effective and 
trustworthy weapon for the nation in context 
with present dynamics on the Global stage
Foreign policy is the foundation of a 
nation's interactions with the global 
community, shaping its alliances, economic 
engagements, and strategic positioning. For 
India, with its rich history, diverse culture, 24
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India is undergoing a rapid urbanization 
process, with its urban population 
expected to reach 600 million by 
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Prime Minister 
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none of the 
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undertaken to 
implement. This 
scheme was 
implemented on 
April 1, 2016, as a 
comprehensive
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India is a socialist, secular, and 
democratic republic and has the largest 
and most thriving democracy in the 
world. The modern Indian nation-state 
came into existence on August 15, 1947; 
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its diplomatic 
strategies, and 
what this means 
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governance 
structures.

Neighborhood First Policy: 
Prospects and Pitfalls
Evaluating India’s regional diplomacy in 
South Asia — successes, challenges with 
Pakistan and China, and opportunities with 
smaller neighbors.

Diaspora Diplomacy: 
Leveraging India’s Global 
Community 
How India uses its vast diaspora for 
economic, cultural, and political influence, 
and the governance mechanisms needed to 
sustain this soft power.

EU–India Trade Deal: Reshaping 
Global Supply Chains 
With the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 
between India and the EU now on the cusp 
of finalization, this article would analyze 
how the pact could reconfigure global supply 
chains, reduce dependency on China, and 
strengthen India’s role as a manufacturing 
hub. It would also explore how European 
companies benefit from access to India’s 
growing market, while Indian exporters 
diversify beyond the U.S. and China.

The “Mother of All Deals”: EU–India Pact 
and Its Geopolitical Ripple Effects 
This piece would examine why the agreement is being called 
a historic mega deal, potentially impacting nearly a quarter 
of the world’s GDP. It would cover how the pact influences 
climate governance, digital trade rules, and strategic 
alignments, positioning India and the EU as central players in a 
multipolar world.
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Only Modi ?

Certainly, I can focus specifically on 
Narendra Modi's foreign policy 
initiatives during his tenure as 
Prime Minister of India from 2014 

to early 2024:

Personal Diplomacy:
Narendra Modi's leadership style 

emphasizes personal diplomacy and 
direct engagement with world leaders. 
He has undertaken numerous foreign 
visits, established personal rapport and 
strengthened bilateral ties with heads of 
state and government across the globe.

Economic Diplomacy:
Modi has prioritized economic diplomacy 

as a cornerstone of India's foreign policy, 
seeking to attract foreign investment, 
promote trade, and enhance economic 
cooperation with other countries. Initiatives 
such as "Make in India" and "Digital India" 
have been showcased internationally to 
attract investors and promote India as a 
business-friendly destination.

Neighbourhood First Policy:
Modi has focused on improving relations 

with India's immediate neighbours through 
the "Neighbourhood First" policy. He 
has visited countries like Nepal, Bhutan, 
Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka to strengthen ties 
and enhance regional cooperation in areas 
such as connectivity, trade, and security.

Act East Policy:
Building on the "Look East" policy, Modi 

has elevated India's engagement with 
Southeast Asia under the "Act East" policy. 
He has emphasized strategic and economic 
partnerships with countries like Japan, 
South Korea, Singapore, and Vietnam, 
aiming to boost connectivity, trade, and 
cultural exchanges.

Indo-Pacific Engagement:
Modi has actively engaged in the Indo-

Pacific region to promote a rules-based order 

and maritime security. India's participation 
in the Quad and other regional forums 
reflects its commitment to addressing 
common challenges and fostering strategic 
cooperation with like-minded countries.

Strengthening Strategic 
Partnerships:

Modi has focused on strengthening 
strategic partnerships with major powers 
such as the United States, Russia, France, 
and Israel. These partnerships encompass 
defense cooperation, counterterrorism 
efforts, and collaboration on regional and 
global issues.

Global Leadership on Climate 
Change:

Modi has emerged as a global leader on 
climate change, advocating for sustainable 
development and clean energy initiatives. 
India's participation in international forums 
such as the Paris Agreement and the 
International Solar Alliance underscores 
its commitment to addressing climate 
challenges.

Diaspora Outreach:
Modi has actively engaged with the 

Indian diaspora worldwide, leveraging their 
networks and resources to promote India's 
interests and strengthen cultural ties. Events 
such as the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas and the 
launch of the OCI scheme have fostered 
closer bonds with the diaspora community.

Overall, Narendra Modi's foreign policy 
initiatives have focused on enhancing India's 
stature on the global stage, promoting 
economic growth and development, and 
advancing strategic partnerships to address 
shared challenges and opportunities in the 
international arena.

EDITOR'S Note

Best regards

AJIT SINHA
Editor-in-Chief

ndia’s rise on the global stage is 
being shaped by a series of in-
terconnected strategies that span 
security, diplomacy, climate, and 

trade. In the Indo-Pacific, India has be-
come a central actor in balancing power 
dynamics. Its partnerships with the 
United States, Japan, and ASEAN are 
not simply tactical responses to China’s 
assertiveness but part of a broader vi-
sion to shape maritime governance and 
ensure that the region remains open and 
multipolar. This balancing act requires 
India to maintain autonomy while build-
ing coalitions that enhance its influence.

Climate diplomacy adds another 
layer of complexity. India faces the 
dual challenge of meeting international 
climate commitments while ensuring 
domestic energy security for its vast 
population. The transition to renew-
able energy is not only a technological 
shift but also a governance reform im-
perative. India’s credibility as a climate 
leader will depend on how effectively it 
can reconcile growth with sustainability, 
positioning itself as a model for other 
developing nations.

On the institutional front, India’s push 
for reform of the UN Security Council 
reflects its ambition to reshape outdated 
global governance structures. The de-
mand for permanent membership is 
not simply about recognition but about 
ensuring that international institutions 
reflect contemporary realities. India’s 
growing economic and strategic weight 
strengthens its case, though entrenched 
resistance means progress will be 
gradual.

Closer to home, the Neighborhood 
First policy illustrates both promise and 
pitfalls. While India has made strides in 
engaging smaller South Asian neigh-
bors, persistent tensions with Pakistan 
and China remain obstacles. The cred-

ibility of this policy depends on India’s 
ability to deliver tangible benefits to its 
neighbors while managing disputes 
with larger rivals, reinforcing its role as 
a regional anchor.

India’s diaspora adds another di-
mension to its diplomacy. With millions 
spread across the globe, the diaspora 
serves as a bridge for economic, cul-
tural, and political influence. Harness-
ing this soft power requires institutional 
mechanisms that go beyond symbolism, 
ensuring sustained engagement that 
translates intostrategic advantage.

Economically, the EU–India trade 
deal represents a watershed moment. 
It has the potential to reshape global 
supply chains, reduce dependency on 
China, and position India as a manu-
facturing hub. For Europe, access to 
India’s market offers diversification, 
while for India, the agreement opens 
new pathways beyond traditional reli-
ance on the U.S. and China. The pact, 
often described as a historic mega deal, 
carries ripple effects that extend into 
climate governance, digital trade rules, 
and strategic alignments. Together, In-
dia and the EU could emerge as central 
players in a multipolar world economy.

Taken together, these developments 
reveal a nation navigating multiple are-
nas with ambition and caution. India’s 
rise is not about isolated victories but 
about harmonizing regional priorities 
with global aspirations. The coming dec-
ade will test whether India can transform 
opportunity into leadership—balancing 
power with partnerships, ambition with 
responsibility, and national interests 
with global stewardship.

I
India rise on the global stage
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While conventional fiscal opinions prefer lower borrowing inter-
est ratios, concern lies in how these fiscal resources are deployed. 
Despite revenue inflows comprising 21% from income tax, 24% 
from borrowings & 15% from GST, Nearly one-fourth of govern-
ment income is borrowed, not earned.20% of every rupee earned 
is absorbed in the payment of interest expenses. As a result, the 
fiscal headroom is limited (A large chunk is non-discretionary) 
& a significant portion of the remaining fiscal space is directed 
towards schemes & major subsidies rather than productive capi-
tal deployment. For an emerging economy with the aspirations of 
scaling 10 trillion market a shift towards outcome-linked funding 
for the sustainable growth. Long term growth depends on human 
capital in the current scenario for technology driven capabili-
ties and relatively lower chunk of expenditure is done on the IT 
infrastructure, Scientific developments, education & healthcare 
creating the risk of loss of asset creation.

Budget 2026-27
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Key highlights updates & opinions 
Continuity with a Corrective Lens.
Direct Taxes – Structural Shift with 
Income Tax Act, 2025
l ��������������������Simplified language and structure
l ��������������������Reduced litigation through inte-

grated assessment and penalty pro-
ceedings

l ��������������������Income Tax Act, 2025 with simpli-
fied rules and forms

Impact- This transition is particularly 
beneficial for corporates and salaried 
taxpayers by reducing interpretational 
disputes.
1. Salary Income & Individuals Tax 
payers
l ��������������������Exemption of interest on compen-

sation amount awarded by Motor 
Accident Claims Tribunal (MACT)

l ��������������������Supply of manpower services ex-
plicitly covered under “payments to 
contractors” aligning it with 1% or 
2% TDS.

l ��������������������TCS under Liberalized Remittance 
Scheme (LRS) for education & 
medical purposes reduced from 5% 
to flat 2% easing burden on indi-
viduals.

l ��������������������TCS on sale of overseas tour pro-
gramme packages reduced from 
5% / 20% to a uniform 2%, with no 
threshold or amount-based condi-
tion.

l ��������������������Time limit for filing revised returns 
extended from 31 December to 31 
March with nominal fees.

Staggered ITR filing due dates:
l ��������������������ITR-1 & ITR-2 (Individuals): 31 

July
l ��������������������Non-audit business & trusts: 31 

August
2. Capital Gains – Investor focus
l ��������������������Buyback taxed in the hands of 

shareholders. If Tax rate applicable: 
22% where promoters are domestic 
companies and 30% for other share-
holders, as applicable.

Securities Transaction Tax (STT):
l ��������������������Futures STT increased from 0.02% 

to 0.05%
l ��������������������Options STT increased to 0.15%
l ��������������������Tax holiday up to 2047 to any for-

eign company who provides servic-
es by procuring data center services 
in India

3. Capital Gains – Immovable prop-
erty.
l ��������������������Compliance eased for purchase of 

immovable property from non-res-
idents - Resident individuals/HUFs 
not required to obtain TAN for TDS; 
deduction to be reported using PAN.

4. Corporate Taxation
l ��������������������MAT reduced to 14% as final tax. 
l ��������������������No MAT credit post 1 April 2026.
Set-off of old MAT credit allowed only 
for companies shifting to new regime 
(limited to 25% of tax liability)
Indirect Taxes - Key Highlights:
l ��������������������Customs duty on personal imports 

reduced from 20% to 10%.
l ��������������������BCD exemption extended to capital 

goods used in manufacturing Lith-
ium-Ion Cells for Battery Energy 
Storage Systems (BESS), in addition 
to EV batteries.

l ��������������������Basic Customs Duty exempted on 
import of sodium antimonate used in 
the manufacture of solar glass.

l ��������������������Exemption on imports extended 
till 2035 and expanded to cover all 
nuclear plants, irrespective of capac-
ity& on import of capital goods for 
processing critical minerals in India.

l ��������������������Entire value of biogas excluded 
while computing Central Excise 
duty on blended CNG.

l ��������������������BCD exemption on components and 
parts required for manufacture of 
civilian, training, and other aircraft.

Ease of doing business Highlights:
l ��������������������Single digital window for cargo 

clearances across government agen-
cies to be fully operational by end of 
FY, with 70% of interdicted cargo 
categories (food, drugs, plant, ani-
mal & wildlife products) onboarded 
by April 2026.

l ��������������������Immediate customs clearance for 
goods with no compliance require-
ments, post online registration and 
duty payment.

l ��������������������Customs Integrated System (CIS) 
to be rolled out within 2 years as a 
single, integrated, and scalable plat-
form for all customs processes.

Conclusion -From a professional 
standpoint, Budget 2026-27 reflects 
simplification & structural compli-
ance.

Budget 2026-27
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By Dr. Kirit Kumar Bhatt

The 21st century has increasingly 
been described as the “Asian cen-
tury,” marked by rapid economic 

growth, shifting geopolitical alignments, 
and the resurgence of major regional 
powers. At the center of this transfor-
mation stands China, whose economic 
rise and strategic assertiveness have 
significantly altered the balance of power 
in Asia. As China expands its influence 
across political, economic, and military 
domains, regional states have been 
compelled to re-calibrate their strate-
gies. Among them, India occupies a 
pivotal position. As Asia’s second-most 
populous country, a major economy, 
and an emerging military power, India 
plays a crucial role in balancing China’s 
growing influence. Through a combina-
tion of strategic partnerships, military 
modernization, economic initiatives, and 
diplomatic engagement, India seeks to 
preserve a multi-polar Asia and prevent 
regional dominance by any single power.

Historical Context of Sino-Indian 
Relations: India and China, two ancient 
civilizations, share a complex and often 
tense modern relationship. Diplomatic 
ties between the two countries were 
established in 1950, but relations dete-
riorated following the 1962 Sino-Indian 
War, which left deep mistrust. Although 
economic cooperation expanded in the 

early 21st century, unresolved border 
disputes along the Line of Actual Control 
(LAC) have remained a persistent source 
of friction. The Doklam standoff in 2017 
and the violent clashes in the Galwan 
Valley in 2020 underscored the fragility 
of the relationship and signaled a more 
competitive phase.

China’s rapid military moderniza-
tion, territorial assertiveness in the South 
China Sea, and infrastructural projects 
under the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 
have heightened India’s concerns. Par-
ticularly sensitive is the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC), which pass-
es through Pakistan-administered Kash-
mir—territory claimed by India. These 
developments have reinforced India’s 
perception of strategic encirclement and 
motivated it to adopt measures aimed at 
balancing China’s power.

Military and Strategic Balancing:
One of the most visible dimensions 

of India’s response to China is military 
preparedness. India has significantly 
enhanced infrastructure along the Hima-
layan border, improved logistics, and 
increased troop deployments in sensi-
tive sectors. Investments in advanced 
weaponry, surveillance systems, and 
air capabilities reflect an effort to nar-
row the military asymmetry with China. 
Maritime strategy has become equally 
important. The Indian Ocean is a criti-
cal trade artery, and China’s expanding 

naval presence in the region—often 
described as the “String of Pearls” strat-
egy—has prompted India to strengthen 
its naval capabilities. By upgrading 
ports, expanding its submarine fleet, and 
conducting regular patrols, India aims 
to maintain dominance in its maritime 
neighborhood.

India’s participation in the Quad-
rilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) 
alongside the United States, Japan, and 
Australia marks a significant strate-
gic development. While not a formal 
military alliance, the QUAD enhances 
cooperation on maritime security, in-
frastructure, cybersecurity, and supply 
chain resilience. Joint exercises such as 
the Malabar naval drills signal a com-
mitment to ensuring a free and open 
Indo-Pacific. Through such multilat-
eral frameworks, India contributes to 
collective balancing without formally 
abandoning its long-standing policy of 
strategic autonomy.

Economic Strategy and Connec-
tivity Alternatives: China’s economic 
influence in Asia has expanded dra-
matically through trade, investment, and 
infrastructure financing. The BRI has 
funded roads, ports, railways, and energy 
projects across Asia, Africa, and Europe. 
India, however, has declined to join the 
BRI, citing concerns over sovereignty, 
transparency, and debt sustainability.

Instead, India promotes alternative 

India’s Strategies in Balancing Power in Asia 
to counter China’s Expanding Influence

Foreign Policy
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connectivity initiatives. The Interna-
tional North-South Transport Corridor 
(INSTC) seeks to link India with Central 
Asia and Europe via Iran and Russia. 
More recently, the India-Middle East-
Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) has 
been proposed as a complementary infra-
structure network. These initiatives aim 
not only to enhance India’s trade access 
but also to provide regional states with 
diversified options beyond Chinese-led 
projects.

India also seeks to position itself as 
an alternative manufacturing hub amid 
global efforts to reduce over-dependence 
on China. Programs such as “Make in 
India” and Production-Linked Incentive 
(PLI) schemes encourage foreign invest-
ment and domestic industrial growth. 
Collaboration with Japan and Australia 
on supply chain resilience reflects In-
dia’s broader strategy of integrating into 
global production networks while con-
tributing to economic balancing.

However, India faces structural chal-
lenges. China’s economy remains sig-
nificantly larger, and trade imbalances 
persist. Despite political tensions, China 
continues to be one of India’s major 
trading partners. Balancing economic 
competition with pragmatic engagement 
remains a delicate task for Indian poli-
cymakers.

Diplomatic Engagement and Re-
gional Outreach: India’s balancing role 
is not confined to military and economic 
domains; diplomacy forms a central pil-
lar of its strategy. Through its “Act East 
Policy,” India has strengthened ties with 
Southeast Asian nations and deepened 
engagement with ASEAN. These part-
nerships promote connectivity, trade, 
and maritime cooperation, reinforcing 
India’s presence in the Indo-Pacific 
region.

In South Asia, India competes di-
rectly with China for influence. Bei-
jing’s investments in countries such as 
Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh, and the 
Maldives have raised concerns in New 
Delhi about diminishing regional influ-
ence. India has responded by expanding 
development assistance, offering lines of 
credit, and participating in infrastructure 
projects across the region. The objective 
is not necessarily to exclude China but to 
prevent strategic imbalance and ensure 
that neighboring states retain diversified 
partnerships.

India also engages China within 
multilateral forums such as BRICS and 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO). This dual-track approach—com-
peting strategically while cooperating 

diplomatically—reflects India’s adher-
ence to strategic autonomy. Rather than 
aligning exclusively with Western pow-
ers, India seeks flexibility, engaging 
multiple actors to maximize its options 
and influence.

Constraints and Strategic Dilem-
mas: Despite its growing influence, 
India’s balancing role is constrained by 
several factors. First, the economic and 
military gap between India and China 
remains substantial. China’s defense 
spending and technological capabilities 
outpace India’s, limiting the scope of 
direct competition.

Second, India must manage a com-
plex security environment that includes 
persistent tensions with Pakistan. The 
possibility of a two-front scenario com-
plicates strategic planning and resource 
allocation. Third, India’s commitment 
to strategic autonomy sometimes lim-
its the depth of its partnerships. While 
cooperation with the United States and 
other QUAD members has intensified, 
India avoids formal alliances that might 
compromise its independent decision-
making. Finally, regional states often 
prefer not to choose sides between India 
and China. Many Southeast Asian and 
South Asian countries seek economic 
benefits from China while maintain-
ing security ties with India and other 
partners. India must therefore balance 
assertiveness with reassurance to avoid 
alienating potential partners.

Conclusion: India’s role in balanc-
ing power in Asia is both significant 

and evolving. Confronted with China’s 
expanding economic, military, and dip-
lomatic influence, India has adopted 
a multifaceted strategy that combines 
military preparedness, maritime secu-
rity, economic alternatives, diplomatic 
engagement, and soft power projection. 
Rather than pursuing direct confronta-
tion or rigid alliances, India emphasizes 
strategic autonomy and multi-polarity, 
seeking to ensure that Asia remains open, 
inclusive, and rules-based.

The trajectory of India’s balancing 
role will depend on its ability to sustain 
economic growth, modernize its mili-
tary, and deepen regional partnerships. 
While structural asymmetries with China 
persist, India’s geographic position, de-
mographic strength, democratic institu-
tions, and expanding global partnerships 
position it as a key pillar in Asia’s evolv-
ing balance of power.

In the broader geopolitical landscape, 
India does not aim to contain China 
outright but to shape an environment in 
which no single power dominates. By 
reinforcing regional stability, supporting 
diversified connectivity, and advocating 
adherence to international norms, India 
contributes to the maintenance of equi-
librium in Asia. As great-power competi-
tion intensifies, India’s strategic choices 
will remain central to the future architec-
ture of Asian security and governance.

By- Dr. Kiritkumar Bhatt ,  Professor & 
Principal, Engineering College Tuwa, 
Godhara, Gujarat - 13 

The Indo-Pacific Vision and Normative Influence:
The Indo-Pacific has emerged as 
the central theater of geopolitical 
competition in Asia. India’s Indo-Pacific 
vision emphasizes inclusivity, freedom 
of navigation, respect for sovereignty, 
and adherence to international law. 
Unlike containment strategies of 
the Cold War era, India’s approach 
advocates a multi-polar and rules-
based order. India’s soft power further 
strengthens its balancing role. As the 
world’s largest democracy, India offers 

an alternative governance model in a region where authoritarian 
systems are prevalent. Cultural diplomacy, educational exchanges, 
and a vast diaspora enhance India’s regional influence. Development 
partnerships—particularly in capacity-building, digital connectivity, 
and disaster relief—underscore India’s image as a responsible 
stakeholder. India’s leadership in humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief operations in the Indian Ocean region has reinforced its 
reputation as a net security provider. Whether responding to natural 
disasters or providing vaccines during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
India’s initiatives have contributed to goodwill and regional trust.
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Introduction: The Twin Imperatives of Our Time 
Indian position on the international climate debate 
is meant to evoke confidence among the policy 
makers by showing that there is a balanced position 
on the regulation of the fast growing economy 
faced with the increasing pressure of climate. The 
necessity of coordinating economic development, 
energy security, and risks management on a long-
term basis affects the country climate policy due 
to the institutional and financial constraints, which 
are present currently. India has been pitiful in 
taking a moderate approach as opposed to radical 
transformation in a bid to balance developmental 
agenda and climate responsibility.

The problem of climate change in India is not a far-fetched 
one. Climate change is already taking its toll on the lives of the 
people, infrastructure, livelihood, and productivity due to heat-
waves, floods, air pollution, alteration in rainfall patterns and 
droughts. These forces are accompanied by the slow rise in the 
energy demand as the industries enlarge, urbanisation is grow-
ing, and the population has access to electricity and clean cook-
ing fuels. The fact that the governance of climate and energy 
in India is dealing with this twofold challenge is encouraging.

Climate Change as a Developmental Reality: Climate 
impacts in India and development are closely related. Heat 
waves can be deadly, lowering labour productivity and causing 
a strain on the health systems; floods also destroy infrastructure 
and disrupt the economic processes, and unpredictable weather 
conditions cause an instability in agriculture. These impacts 
make governments and households spending more and there-
fore climate risk is one of the major governance concerns.

The development of the state-level heat action plans, im-
proved flood management, and climate-resistant agricultural 
projects are aimed to build a sense of trust and confidence among 

the environmental experts as it demonstrates the willingness to 
encompass climate concerns into the development policy. This 
approach suggests a shift to more coordination across and up 
and down the departments and government levels, and making 
climate adaptation the extension of development governance 
and not an independent environmental agenda.

Energy Demand and the Security Dilemma: India has 
already surpassed the third-rank in the world in terms of energy 
consumption, and the amount of energy per capita is very low as 
compared to the developed economies. Overall energy demand 
will keep increasing with increased incomes and access.

The major issue that policymakers must face is to make a 
transition to clean, safe, and cheap alternative energy sources. 
The sudden moves threaten with power interruptions and un-
stable prices that can destabilise the industry and put household 
budgets under pressure. Indian energy policy is therefore con-
cerned with trade-offs of this type and the policy is gradually 
and predictively created.

Coal and the Logic of a Gradual Transition: The coal is 
still present in the Indian energy mix as a stabilisation factor in 
the system. It is a sure base-load power and supports the steel 

Climate Diplomacy and Energy Security: 
India’s Dual Challenge

Climate India
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and cement industries which are vital. The cost of coal to the 
environment is a well-known fact, but the fact that this energy 
source is still being used means that the grid is limited at the 
present time and must have coal supply that can be depended 
upon to offset peak demand times..

India has not sought to make sharp cuts, but rather imple-
mented a gradual, incremental strategy of transition, introduc-
ing additional capacity to clean energy and keeping coal to 
maintain grid stability. The idea behind this strategy is to assure 
the international climate negotiators that India will be commit-
ted to energy security throughout the transitioning process.

Climate Commitments and the Question of Equity
India has made their climate promises depending on inten-

sity reduction in the emissions of the country, as opposed to 
absolute reduction of the emissions. To be more informative, in-
volve concrete measurements, provide the progress reports, and 
the mechanisms, which are applied to measure them, so as to be 
transparent and accountable. India has surpassed the third rank 
in the world in terms of energy consumption, and the amount 
of energy per capita is very low as compared to the developed 
economies. Overall energy demand will keep increasing with 
the increased income and access. 

A Decade of Climate Diplomacy: Key Conventions and 
Milestones: Climate diplomacy in India has changed over 
the past decade by participating in the international forums. 
The Paris Agreement (2015) was a breakthrough, and India 
undertook intensity- based targets, massive growth of renew-
able sources, and the increased carbon sinks.The further  COPs 
strengthened the Indian position regarding climate finance, 
adaptation, and loss and damage. Another positive contribution 
to new coalitions and initiatives is that India has helped to build 
the new coalitions and initiatives such as the International Solar 
Alliance that has placed renewable energy at the forefront of 
development in relation to climate change. Debates on net- zero 
targets, fossil fuel phase- downs, and climate finance at COP26 
and COP28 have in turn noted the consistent messaging of India 
on this matter: amnition must be consistent with feasibility and 
transitions must be fair and peaceful.

Renewables, Learning, and Implementation Capacity: 
The focus of Indian energy has now shifted to renewable energy. 
The low-costs, competitive bids, and incentives of the policy 
have helped in the fast development of solar and wind capac-
ity. Renewable energy at most destinations is already relatively 
cheap than new coal generation.

It is not just a shift of priorities because of climate goals 
but also an economic and strategic one. The institutional struc-
tures, including the national renewable energy missions, the 
government-business partnerships, and the capacity-building 
efforts may be more helpful in explaining the implementation 
ability of India and convincing the policy-makers that the men-
tioned approaches are not just theoretically feasible. However, 
despite being a part of the energy system in the short run, long-
term trends will see more consumption of renewable energy 

sources and storage facilities, as well as more resilient power 
infrastructure..

Energy Security in a Volatile Global Order: The recent 
developments in the world have brought out the shortcomings of 
imported energy. Its oil and part of its gas are mostly imported 
and therefore, diversification and development of its own capac-
ity has become the strategic goals of India.

One of the responses to this has been the country bulking up 
of fuel reserves, development of biofuels, promotion of electric 
mobility and faster adoption of clean energy. The impact of 
these actions is twofold: it leads to enhanced energy security and 
reinforces climate goals, which enhances the concept of climate 
policy as a component of broader governance frameworks.

Conclusion: India’s Pragmatic Path Forward: The cli-
mate policy in India does not have fast fix remedies. Rather, it is 
a form of governance that is premised on stability, institutional 
readiness and incrementalism. India is striking a balance when 
it comes to transition through actual fiscal, infrastructural, and 
administrative limitations by concentrating on economic stabil-
ity and reducing the risk of climate change gradually.

The position of India considering the increasing global tem-
perature is very relevant to other developing economies. The 
balanced approach of India proposes that climate responsibility 
and energy security do not have to be in conflict, and should be 
achieved in a balanced manner, with a policy that is thoughtful 
and context-sensitive.
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The United Nations was born in 1945, in the 
aftermath of World War II, with the hope of 
preventing future conflicts and maintaining 
peace. At its heart lies the UN Security 
Council (UNSC), the body responsible for 
international peace and security. But the 
Council’s structure reflects the world of 
1945, not the world of today.

The five permanent members — the United States, the 
United Kingdom, France, Russia, and China — were the victors 
of the war. They were given veto power, allowing them to block 
any resolution they dislike. This arrangement made sense at the 
time, but today it feels outdated. The world has changed dra-
matically: new powers have emerged, economies have shifted, 
and global challenges demand broader cooperation.

India’s case of membership
India, the world’s largest democracy and home to over 1.4 bil-
lion people, argues that it deserves a permanent seat. Its case is 
not just about national pride; it is about fairness, representation, 
and the need for a more effective UN.
India’s argument rests on several pillars:
l ��������������������Population and Representation: India represents one-sixth of 

humanity. Leaving such a large share of the world’s people 
out of permanent decision-making is undemocratic.

l ��������������������Economic Strength: India is now the fifth-largest economy, a 

hub of technology, innovation, and growth. Its voice matters 
in shaping global economic rules.

l ��������������������Peacekeeping Contributions: India has been one of the larg-
est contributors to UN peacekeeping missions. Thousands 
of Indian soldiers have served under the UN flag, often in 
dangerous conditions, to protect civilians and maintain peace.

l ��������������������Diplomatic Leadership: India has played a key role in climate 
negotiations, disaster relief, and South-South cooperation. Its 
leadership in the Global South makes it a natural candidate 
for a permanent seat.

India also points out that the current UNSC lacks balance. 
Africa and Latin America have no permanent representation. 

Foreign Policy

UN Security Council Reform: India’s Bid for Global Leadership
“A Seat at the Table, A Shift in the World”
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Asia, despite being home to half the world’s population, has only 
one permanent member — China. Adding India would correct 
this imbalance.

India is not alone in calling for reform. Alongside Brazil, 
Germany, and Japan, it forms the G4 group, which proposes 
expanding the Council to 25–26 members, including six new 
permanent seats. Two would go to Africa, two to Asia-Pacific 
(including India and Japan), one to Latin America, and one to 
Western Europe.

But reform is easier said than done. The biggest obstacle is 
the veto power. The current permanent members are reluctant to 
share or dilute their privileges. Russia and China, in particular, 
have resisted India’s bid. China cites regional disputes and pre-
fers to keep Asia’s representation limited to itself.

Another challenge is building consensus among the wider UN 
membership. Reform requires agreement from two-thirds of the 
General Assembly and all five permanent members. This makes 
progress slow and frustrating.

Still, momentum is building. UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres has warned that the Council risks losing credibility if it 
does not adapt. Conflicts in Ukraine and Gaza have shown how 
paralysis undermines trust in the UN. Many countries now agree 
that reform is not optional — it is necessary.
If India were to gain a permanent seat, the implications would 
be significant:
l ��������������������Voice for the Global South: India would bring perspectives 

from developing countries, ensuring that issues like poverty, 
climate justice, and equitable trade are not sidelined.

l ��������������������Stronger Legitimacy: A reformed UNSC would better reflect 
today’s realities, making its decisions more respected world-
wide.

l ��������������������Global Leadership Role: India would move from being a partic-
ipant to a leader in shaping international norms. This would en-
hance its diplomatic influence and strengthen multilateralism.

But India must continue to build alliances, especially in Africa 
and Latin America, where support is crucial. It must also navigate 
tensions with China and persuade skeptical members that reform 
benefits everyone, not just India.

The road is long, but the stakes are high. Without reform, the 
UNSC risks becoming irrelevant. With reform, it can regain its 
role as the guardian of peace and security in the 21st century.

India’s peacekeeping record offers a glimpse of what its lead-
ership might look like. In Congo during the 1960s, Indian troops 
played a crucial role in stabilizing the country. More recently, 
India has contributed to missions in South Sudan and Lebanon. 
These experiences show India’s willingness to shoulder respon-
sibility for global peace.

Its climate diplomacy also signals how it might shape debates. 
India has consistently argued for “climate justice,” insisting that 
developing nations should not bear the same burden as industri-
alized countries. If seated at the Council, India could push these 
principles into the heart of global security discussions.

The path to reform is long and uncertain. Entrenched interests, 
especially the veto power of the P5, remain the biggest obstacle. 
Yet the pressure is mounting. Without reform, the Council risks 
losing credibility. With reform, it could regain its role as the 
guardian of peace and security in the 21st century.

India’s bid is more than a national ambition. It is a test of 
whether the UN can adapt to a changing world. If successful, 
the Council would not only gain India’s voice but also signal a 
broader shift toward inclusivity and legitimacy.

Closing Thought: "India’s inclusion would not solve all 
problems, but it would mark a decisive step toward a Council that 
reflects the world as it is — not as it was in 1945."
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By Raj Bhushan

When Narendra Modi 
assumed office in 2014, he 
sought to redefine India’s 
foreign policy priorities by 
placing South Asia at the 
center of its diplomatic 
outreach. His Neighborhood 
First Policy was designed to 
project India as a benevolent 
regional leader, committed to 
fostering trust, connectivity, 
and prosperity among its 
immediate neighbors. Modi’s 
invitation to all South Asian 
leaders to his swearing-in 
ceremony was emblematic of 
this vision, signaling India’s 
intent to reset relations with 
respect, dialogue, peace, 
prosperity, and cultural 
exchange as guiding 
principles.

The policy has produced a mixed record. 
With Bhutan, India has enjoyed remark-
able success. The relationship remains 
warm, built on mutual trust and cooper-
ation in hydropower, infrastructure, and 
education. Similarly, ties with Sri Lanka 
and the Maldives have strengthened, 
especially as India stepped in with finan-
cial aid and security assistance during 
times of crisis. Nepal too has benefited 
from Indian investments in connectivity 
and trade, though occasional tensions 
over border disputes and perceptions of 
Indian interference have complicated 
the relationship.

Bangladesh represents both prom-
ise and challenge. India has supported 
Dhaka through infrastructure projects, 
energy cooperation, and trade facilita-
tion. Yet unresolved issues such as the 

Teesta river water-sharing dispute, bor-
der management, and the rise of Islamist 
politics have created friction. While the 
relationship remains cooperative, it is 
fragile, and Bangladesh’s growing en-
gagement with China adds another layer 
of strategic competition.

Pakistan has been the toughest 
neighbor to engage under this policy. 
The longstanding conflict over Kash-
mir, repeated incidents of cross-border 
terrorism, and deep mistrust between 
the two governments have prevented 
any meaningful progress. Modi’s initial 
outreach, including his surprise visit 
to Lahore in 2015, was quickly over-
shadowed by subsequent terror attacks 
and military confrontations. Today, 
relations remain hostile, with dialogue 
virtually frozen.

Modi’s Neighborhood First Policy
Prospects and Pitfalls

Neighborhood Policy
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China presents a different kind of 
challenge. Though not a South Asian 
neighbor in the strictest sense, its in-
fluence in the region makes it central 
to India’s neighborhood strategy. The 
2020 Galwan Valley clash marked a 
turning point, intensifying mistrust and 
hardening India’s stance. While trade 
between the two countries continues, 
strategic rivalry dominates the relation-
ship. China’s Belt and Road Initiative 
has expanded its footprint in South Asia, 
from ports in Sri Lanka to infrastructure 
projects in Pakistan, directly competing 
with India’s efforts to position itself as 
the region’s reliable partner.

The prospects of the Neighborhood 
First Policy depend on India’s ability to 
balance assertive security concerns with 
genuine economic and cultural coopera-
tion. Regional connectivity projects—
such as highways, railways, and energy 

grids—could deepen integration and 
reduce dependence on external pow-
ers. India’s soft power, through cultural 
exchanges, scholarships, and people-
to-people ties, remains a valuable as-
set. Smaller neighbors often welcome 
India’s support as a counterbalance to 
China, but they remain cautious of be-
ing overshadowed by India’s size and 
influence.

The pitfalls are equally significant. 
Domestic politics in neighboring coun-
tries can derail cooperation, as seen in 
Bangladesh’s volatile political climate 
or Nepal’s frequent government chang-
es. China’s growing economic clout 
continues to challenge India’s influ-
ence, while Pakistan’s hostility shows 
little sign of easing. Above all, the trust 
deficit—rooted in historical disputes 

and perceptions of Indian dominance—
remains the biggest obstacle.

In conclusion, Modi’s Neighbor-
hood First Policy has been a bold 
attempt to reshape India’s regional 
diplomacy. It has succeeded in building 
goodwill with Bhutan, Sri Lanka, and 
the Maldives, but faltered with Bangla-
desh, Pakistan, and China due to unre-
solved disputes and strategic rivalries. 
The policy’s future lies in India’s ability 
to move beyond rhetoric and deliver 
tangible benefits to its neighbors, while 
simultaneously managing the geopo-
litical competition with China and the 
persistent hostility with Pakistan. Only 
then can India truly claim to be the 
region’s benevolent leader and realize 
the vision of a peaceful, prosperous 
South Asia.
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By Kavya Sinha

The narrative of the Indian diaspora 
has undergone a radical transfor-
mation over the last few decades, 

evolving from a story of "brain drain" into 
one of "brain gain" and strategic empow-
erment. With over 35 million people of 
Indian origin residing across nearly every 
corner of the globe, this community repre-
sents a unique demographic dividend that 
transcends national borders. India’s dias-
pora diplomacy is not merely a byproduct 
of migration but a deliberate statecraft 
strategy designed to convert human capi-
tal into a multifaceted tool for economic, 
cultural, and political influence.

At the heart of this influence is an 
economic engine fueled by deep emo-
tional and familial ties. India consistently 
leads the world in remittance inflows, 
which serve as a critical buffer for the 
country’s current account balance and a 
lifeline for rural development. However, 
the modern economic relationship has 
matured beyond simple money transfers. 
The diaspora now acts as a bridge for 
the knowledge economy, where high-
achieving professionals in Silicon Val-
ley, London, and Singapore facilitate the 
flow of technology, venture capital, and 
managerial expertise back to India. This 

"Indus" network of entrepreneurs and 
corporate leaders has been instrumental 
in placing India at the center of the global 
digital supply chain.

Culturally, the diaspora serves as a 
living laboratory for India’s soft power. 
Through the global mainstreaming of 
practices such as Yoga and Ayurveda, 
and the widespread popularity of Indian 
cinema and cuisine, the community has 
effectively "branded" India as a civiliza-
tion that is both ancient and aspirational. 
This cultural presence creates a favorable 
environment for Indian diplomacy, mak-
ing foreign publics more receptive to 
India’s geopolitical goals. The celebra-
tion of festivals like Diwali in the White 
House or 10 Downing Street is more than 
a gesture of inclusivity; it is a testament 
to the community's successful integra-
tion into the socialfabric of host nations, 
which in turn grants India a "silent" vote 
in local politics.

Politically, the diaspora has transi-
tioned from being a passive minority 
to a potent lobbying force. The rise of 
Indian-origin leaders to the highest of-
fices in Western democracies provides 
New Delhi with unprecedented access 
to international decision-making circles. 
This "Citizen Ambassador" model was 
most notably demonstrated during the 

advocacy for the US-India Civil Nuclear 
Deal, where the diaspora played a deci-
sive role in shaping legislative outcomes. 
By acting as a pressure group, these com-
munities help align the foreign policies of 
their host countries with India’s national 
interests, particularly in areas of trade, 
security, and counter-terrorism.

To sustain this momentum, India has 
institutionalized a sophisticated govern-
ance framework. The introduction of 
the Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) 
scheme was a landmark move that pro-
vided a legal bridge for the diaspora to 
maintain a permanent connection with 
their homeland without the need for dual 
citizenship. This is supported by digital 
grievance platforms like MADAD and e-
Migrate, which ensure the welfare of the 
more vulnerable sections of the diaspora, 
particularly in the Gulf region. Further-
more, the biennial Pravasi Bharatiya 
Divas serves as a formal platform for the 
state to recognize the achievements of its 
global community and solicit their partici-
pation in national development goals like 
"Viksit Bharat."

As India continues its ascent as a lead-
ing global power, the challenge lies in 
maintaining the delicate balance between 
the diaspora’s loyalty to their host nations 
and their affinity for India. Future gov-

Diaspora Diplomacy: Leveraging 
India’s Global Community

Diaspora Diplomacy
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ernance must focus on a more structured 
National Diaspora Policy that addresses 
the diverse needs of both high-skilled tech 
professionals and blue-collar workers. 
By treating the global Indian community 
as a permanent stakeholder in its growth 
story, India ensures that its influence is not 
just confined to its geography, but is felt 
wherever an Indian heart beats.

how recent changes in Western im-
migration policies might impact this dias-
pora-led diplomacy in the coming years?

As we move through 2026, the land-
scape of "Diaspora Diplomacy" is facing 
its most significant test yet. For years, 
India’s global influence was bolstered by 
an ever-expanding overseas community. 
However, recent shifts in Western immi-
gration policies—characterized by a turn 
toward protectionism and high-threshold 
"meritocracy"—are fundamentally alter-
ing the relationship between India and its 
global citizens. The most visible shifts are 
happening in the "Anglosphere" (the US, 
UK, and Canada), where a combination 
of housing crises and domestic political 
pressure has led to a tightening of the 
gates.In the United States, the H-1B visa 
program—historically the lifeblood of 
the Indian tech diaspora—has moved 
toward a wage-weighted selection sys-
tem. By prioritizing higher-paid roles and 
significantly increasing filing fees (with 
a controversial $100,000 employer fee 
upheld by courts in late 2025), the US is 
effectively filtering out entry-level Indian 
talent. This creates a "bottleneck" in the 
talent pipeline, potentially cooling the 
rapid exchange of knowledge that has 
driven the US-India tech corridor for dec-
ades. Canada, once the most welcoming 
destination for Indian students, has under-
gone an even more drastic recalibration. 
In 2025 and 2026, Ottawa implemented 
a 50% reduction in study permits for 
Indian students to alleviate pressure on 
national infrastructure. While Canada 
has introduced "Bill C-3" to make citi-
zenship easier for overseas-born children 
of Canadians, the path for new migrants 
has become far more competitive. The 
message is clear: the focus is shifting 
from "mass mobility" to "targeted recruit-
ment," forcing the Indian diaspora to be-
come even more high-skilled to maintain 
its presence.

The United Kingdom has followed a 
similar path, increasing salary thresholds 
for Skilled Worker visas to over £41,000 
and shortening the "Graduate Visa" route 
for non-PhD students. These measures are 
designed to reduce net migration, but they 
also risk thinning out the middle-class 
"connectors"—the professionals who 

staff multinational firms and act as cul-
tural bridges between London and New 
Delhi. These policy shifts present a dual-
edged sword for India’s soft power. On 
one hand, the "creaming" of only the top 
talent could increase the per-capita influ-
ence and wealth of the diaspora, making 
them even more potent political lobbyists 
and investors. On the other hand, the ris-
ing "mobility friction"—exemplified by 
high visa rejection rates and increased 
xenophobia in some Western regions—
threatens to demoralize the community. It 
may even prompt a "reverse brain drain," 

where top talent chooses to stay in India 
or pivot toward new hubs in Europe or the 
Middle East.

Ultimately, India’s diaspora diplo-
macy in 2026 must adapt from simply 
"celebrating" the diaspora to "protecting" 
and "negotiating" for it. The governance 
mechanisms of the past, like the OCI card, 
were built for a world of open borders. 
Today’s world requires a more assertive 
diplomatic approach that links trade and 
technology agreements to the mobility of 
Indian people, ensuring that the "living 
bridge" does not become a closed gate.

2ndview : India’s diaspora 
diplomacy has long relied on 
the steady expansion of its 
global community. For decades, 
the movement of students, 
professionals, and workers across 
borders created a vast network 
that served as both an economic 
lifeline and a cultural bridge. But 
as we move into 2026, the ground 
beneath this strategy is shifting. 
Western immigration policies—
once relatively open—are now 
tightening, and the consequences 
for India’s global influence are 
becoming clear.
In the United States, the H-1B 
visa program has undergone a 
fundamental transformation. By 
prioritizing higher-paid roles 
and imposing steep employer 
fees, Washington has effectively 
narrowed the pipeline of Indian 
talent. This change risks slowing 
the flow of young professionals 
who once powered the US-
India tech corridor, reducing 
the everyday exchanges of 
knowledge and expertise that 
made the partnership so dynamic. 
Canada, traditionally one of the 
most welcoming destinations for 
Indian students, has recalibrated 
its approach even more sharply. 
The halving of study permits in 
2025 and 2026 reflects domestic 
pressures around housing and 
infrastructure. While Ottawa has 
eased citizenship rules for children 
of Canadians abroad, the path 
for new migrants has become far 
more competitive. The message 
is unmistakable: mass mobility is 
giving way to targeted recruitment.
The United Kingdom has followed 
suit, raising salary thresholds 
for Skilled Worker visas and 
shortening the Graduate Visa 
route. These measures may 
succeed in reducing net migration, 
but they also risk thinning out 
the very professionals who act 

as cultural connectors—those 
who organize festivals, build 
community networks, and quietly 
reinforce India’s soft power 
abroad. For India, these changes 
present a paradox. On one hand, 
the “creaming” of only the most 
skilled and highest-paid migrants 
could amplify the influence of 
those who remain, making them 
more effective lobbyists, investors, 
and leaders. On the other hand, the 
rising friction—visa rejections, 
xenophobia, and shrinking 
opportunities—threatens to 
demoralize the wider diaspora. 
The danger is that India’s global 
community becomes smaller, 
wealthier, and more elite, but less 
diverse and less rooted in everyday 
cultural exchange.
This moment demands a 
recalibration of India’s diaspora 
diplomacy. The tools of the 
past—Overseas Citizenship of 
India cards, grievance platforms, 
celebratory events—were 
designed for a world of open 
borders. Today’s reality requires 
a more assertive approach. India 
must negotiate mobility as part of 
its broader trade and technology 
agreements, ensuring that the 
“living bridge” of its diaspora does 
not collapse under the weight of 
protectionist policies. At the same 
time, it must protect vulnerable 
workers in regions like the Gulf, 
where restrictive systems can 
exacerbate exploitation.
The future of diaspora diplomacy 
will not be measured simply by 
numbers. It will depend on India’s 
ability to adapt, to safeguard its 
global citizens, and to leverage 
their influence in new ways. If 
managed wisely, the diaspora can 
remain a powerful force—smaller 
perhaps, but sharper, and still 
capable of carrying India’s voice 
into the world’s most important 
conversations.
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On January 27, 2026, the Euro-
pean Union and India are set 
to sign a landmark Free Trade 

Agreement (FTA) in New Delhi. This 
deal, nearly two decades in the making, 
is not just about tariffs and market ac-
cess. It represents a deeper alignment 
of governance frameworks, regula-
tory standards, and strategic priorities 
between two of the world’s largest 
democratic economies.

In an era of fractured geopolitics 
and fragile supply chains, the EU–India 
FTA signals a new model of values-
based trade governance.
Why This Deal Matters Now
l ��������������������Geopolitical fragmentation: Con-

flicts in Ukraine, the Red Sea, and 
Taiwan have exposed vulnerabilities 
in global supply chains.

l ��������������������Climate regulation: The EU’s Car-
bon Border Adjustment Mechanism 
(CBAM) and India’s green transition 
goals demand harmonized standards.

l ��������������������Diversification: Both parties seek 
to reduce dependence on China and 
build alternative trade corridors.

This agreement is a response to global 
uncertainty, embedding resilience and 
sustainability into trade governance.
The deal includes several govern-

ance-enhancing components:
Tariff reduction Boosts bilateral 

trade in goods, especially pharma-
ceuticals, textiles, and machinery In-
vestment protection	 Establishes 
legal certainty for cross-border inves-
tors Geographical Indications (GIs)	
Protects cultural and regional prod-
ucts, enhancing intellectual property 
governance Digital trade and data 
flows	 Aligns standards on privacy, 
cybersecurity, and cross-border data 
governance Sustainability clauses	Em-
beds climate and labor standards into 
trade enforcement mechanisms

Supply Chains: From Fragility to 
Resilience The EU–India trade deal ar-
rives at a moment when global supply 
chains are under extraordinary strain. 
The pandemic, the war in Ukraine, and 
disruptions in the Red Sea have re-
vealed how fragile the arteries of global 
commerce can be. For India, the agree-
ment is not merely about selling more 
textiles or pharmaceuticals to Europe; 
it is about embedding itself into the 
very architecture of global production.

By opening European markets to 
Indian goods and services, the deal en-
courages companies to diversify sourc-
ing away from East Asia, particularly 
China. Indian pharmaceutical firms, 
already among the largest suppliers of 

generics worldwide, will find smoother 
pathways into European healthcare 
systems. Electronics and semiconduc-
tor ventures, supported by European 
investment and technology transfer, 
will begin to shift production bases 
toward India, creating a new geography 
of resilience. Green technologies — so-
lar panels, hydrogen fuel, and advanced 
batteries — will form the backbone of 
a shared supply chain strategy, align-
ing India’s manufacturing scale with 
Europe’s climate ambitions.

Supply chains, once seen as neutral 
economic networks, are now under-
stood as instruments of governance. 
They embody questions of trust, sus-
tainability, and security. In this sense, 
the EU–India deal is not just trade 
policy; it is a deliberate act of supply 
chain governance, designed to make 
the arteries of commerce more trans-
parent, more sustainable, and less vul-
nerable togeopolitical shocks.

Institutional Implications: Re-
forming from Within: Trade agree-
ments of this scale inevitably reshape 
domestic institutions. For India, the 
FTA will accelerate reforms that have 
long been debated but often delayed. 
Regulatory harmonization with Euro-
pean standards will push Indian indus-
tries to adopt stricter product quality 

EU–India Trade Deal: 
Reshaping Global Supply Chains and Governance

EU–India Trade
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norms, labor protections, and environ-
mental safeguards. Customs moderni-
zation, with digitalized and transparent 
border procedures, will become a ne-
cessity rather than an aspiration.

The agreement also embeds dispute 
resolution mechanisms that strengthen 
the rule of law in trade and invest-
ment. Arbitration procedures and legal 
redress will give European investors 
greater confidence, while Indian firms 
will gain predictable frameworks for 
operating abroad. In effect, the deal 
acts as a governance catalyst, nudging 
India’s institutions toward greater ac-
countability and efficiency.

This is not a one-way street. Europe, 
too, will adapt. The EU must accom-
modate India’s developmental pri-
orities, recognizing that sustainability 
cannot be imposed uniformly but must 
be negotiated in ways that respect dif-
fering stages of economic growth. The 
institutional dialogue between Brussels 
and New Delhi will therefore become a 
laboratory for how diverse governance 
systems can converge without erasing 
their differences.
Global Impact: A Blueprint for 
Multipolar Governance: The sig-
nificance of the EU–India trade deal 
extends far beyond the bilateral rela-
tionship. In a world where multilateral 
institutions like the WTO struggle to 
remain relevant, this agreement offers 
a blueprint for how governance can 
evolve in a multipolar age.

For the Global South, India’s suc-
cess in negotiating with Europe dem-
onstrates that emerging economies 
can shape the rules of trade rather than 
merely follow them. It signals to Af-
rica, ASEAN, and Latin America that 
partnerships with advanced economies 
can be built on principles of equity and 
sustainability. For climate governance, 
the deal sets a precedent by embedding 
environmental standards directly into 
trade enforcement, showing that eco-
nomic growth and ecological responsi-
bility can be intertwined.

Most importantly, the agreement 
rebalances global power. By deepen-
ing ties with Europe, India reduces its 
dependence on China and the United 
States, positioning itself as a central 
node in a new web of supply chains 
and governance frameworks. Europe, 
in turn, gains a partner that is not only 
a vast market but also a strategic ally 
in defending democratic values and 
open trade.

In this way, the EU–India FTA is 

more than a commercial pact. It is a 
declaration that governance in the 21st 
century must be resilient, inclusive, and 
sustainable. It is a reminder that trade is 
not just about goods crossing borders, 
but about institutions learning to coop-
erate, societies choosing to trust, and 
nations deciding to share responsibility 
for the future.

Historical Parallels: Continu-
ity and Transformation: India’s 
embrace of the EU–India FTA recalls 
earlier turning points in its economic 
history. In 1991, faced with a balance-
of-payments crisis, India launched 
sweeping liberalization reforms that 
opened its economy to global mar-
kets. That moment marked India’s 
entry into globalization, transform-
ing it from a largely closed economy 
into one of the fastest-growing in the 
world. Similarly, Europe’s creation 
of the single market in 1993 reshaped 
governance across the continent, har-
monizing standards and removing 
barriers to trade among member states. 
Just as the single market was a govern-

ance project as much as an economic 
one, the EU–India FTA represents a 
new experiment in aligning institu-
tions across continents.

The comparison is instructive. 
India’s 1991 reforms were about sur-
vival and adaptation; the EU’s single 
market was about integration and 
unity. The EU–India FTA combines 
both impulses: resilience in the face of 
global fragmentation, and integration 
across diverse governance systems. It 
is a reminder that trade agreements are 
not isolated events but part of a longer 
story of how nations reinvent them-
selves to meet the demands of history.

Closing Thought: The EU–India 
trade deal is more than a commercial 
pact. It is a declaration that governance 
in the 21st century must be resilient, 
inclusive, and sustainable. It is a 
reminder that trade is not just about 
goods crossing borders, but about 
institutions learning to cooperate, so-
cieties choosing to trust, and nations 
deciding to share responsibility for 
the future.
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When European Commission 
President Ursula von der 
Leyen stood beside Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
to announce the conclusion of 
negotiations on the EU–India 
free trade agreement, she called 
it “the mother of All Deals.” The 
phrase was not hyperbole. This 
pact, years in the making, is set 
to reshape the global economic 
and geopolitical landscape by 
linking two of the world’s largest 
democratic markets. It is not 
merely a trade agreement—it is 
a strategic alignment, a climate-
conscious framework, and a 
geopolitical signal to rivals and 
allies alike.

A Long Road to Agreement: The 
EU and India first attempted to negotiate 
a trade pact in the mid-2000s, but talks 
stalled over disagreements on tariffs, in-
tellectual property, and labor standards. 
For years, the negotiations languished, 
overshadowed by India’s focus on the 
United States and Asia-Pacific partners, 
and by Europe’s preoccupation with 
Brexit and internal economic challeng-
es. What changed was the convergence 
of global shocks: the COVID-19 pan-
demic, supply chain disruptions, and the 
U.S. tariff escalation of 2025, which hit 
Indian exporters hard. Suddenly, both 
Brussels and New Delhi saw urgency in 
diversifying trade relationships.

The breakthrough came in 2026 after 
marathon rounds of negotiation. India 
agreed to lower tariffs on European 
automobiles, wines, and luxury goods, 
while the EU opened its markets to Indi-
an textiles, pharmaceuticals, chemicals, 
and IT services. Beyond tariffs, the pact 
includes provisions on sustainability, 
digital trade, and intellectual property, 
reflecting the EU’s insistence on embed-

ding climate and ethical standards into 
trade deals.

Economic Stakes: The numbers 
are staggering. The EU is India’s third-
largest trading partner, accounting for 
nearly 11% of its total trade, while 
India ranks as the EU’s tenth-largest 
partner. With the pact, trade volumes 
are expected to surge by at least 50% in 
the next five years. For India, this means 
greater access to high-value European 
markets, particularly for its burgeon-
ing pharmaceutical and IT sectors. For 
Europe, it means tapping into India’s 

fast-growing middle class, projected to 
reach 600 million people by 2030.

The pact also promises to accelerate 
India’s integration into global supply 
chains. European companies, wary of 
overdependence on China, see India as 
a viable alternative for manufacturing 
and sourcing. Already, firms in sectors 
ranging from semiconductors to renew-
able energy are exploring joint ventures 
and investments. For India, this could 
catalyze its “Make in India” initiative, 
boosting domestic manufacturing and 
job creation.

The “Mother of All Deals”: 
EU–India Pact and Its Geopolitical Ripple Effects

EU–India Mother Deals
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Sustainability and Standards: One 
of the most distinctive features of the 
pact is its emphasis on sustainability. 
The EU insisted on binding commit-
ments to reduce carbon emissions, adopt 
cleaner technologies, and enforce labor 
rights. For Indian industries, this pre-
sents both a challenge and an opportuni-
ty. Compliance with EU standards will 
require significant investment in cleaner 
production methods, but it also opens 
doors to technology transfers and green 
financing from European partners.

This aspect of the deal reflects Eu-
rope’s broader strategy of using trade 
as a lever for climate action. By embed-
ding sustainability into agreements, the 
EU hopes to set global norms. For India, 
aligning with these standards enhances 
its credibility as a responsible global ac-
tor and strengthens its case for climate 
financing and technology support.

Geopolitical Ripple Effects: The 
pact’s significance extends far beyond 
economics. It is a geopolitical statement 
at a time of shifting global alignments. 
For the EU, deepening ties with India is 
part of its Indo-Pacific strategy, aimed 
at counterbalancing China’s growing 
influence. For India, the deal signals 
a pivot toward Europe as a reliable 
partner, especially after tensions with 
the U.S. over tariffs and technology 
restrictions.

China is likely to view the pact as 
a strategic setback. For years, Beijing 
has sought to dominate Asian trade 
networks through initiatives like the 
Belt and Road. The EU–India deal of-
fers an alternative model—one based on 
democratic values, sustainability, and 
balanced reciprocity. It also strengthens 
India’s hand in regional geopolitics, 
positioning it as a bridge between devel-
oped and developing economies.

The United States, meanwhile, faces 
a dilemma. Having imposed tariffs that 
pushed India closer to Europe, Wash-
ington risks losing influence in South 
Asia. Analysts suggest the U.S. may 
need to recalibrate its trade stance to-
ward India to avoid being sidelined. The 
pact could even spur renewed efforts 
for a trilateral framework involving 
the U.S., EU, and India, though such 
an arrangement would require delicate 
diplomacy.

Strategic Benefits for India: For 
India, the pact delivers multiple strate-
gic benefits. First, it secures access to 
high-value European markets, boosting 
exports and diversifying trade away 
from overdependence on the U.S. and 
China. Second, it opens avenues for 

technology transfer, particularly in 
renewable energy, advanced manufac-
turing, and digital infrastructure. Third, 
it enhances India’s bargaining power in 
global trade forums, allowing it to posi-
tion itself as a leader among emerging 
economies.

The pact also strengthens India’s 
domestic agenda. By attracting Euro-
pean investment, it supports job crea-
tion and industrial growth. By aligning 
with EU sustainability standards, it ac-
celerates India’s transition to a greener 
economy. And by deepening ties with 
Europe, it enhances India’s strategic 
autonomy, reducing vulnerability to 
external shocks.

Strategic Benefits for the EU: For 
Europe, the pact is equally transforma-
tive. It diversifies supply chains, reduc-
ing reliance on China and mitigating 
risks of geopolitical disruption. It ex-
pands Europe’s consumer base, tapping 
into India’s growing middle class. And 
it strengthens Europe’s role in global 
climate action, with India committing 
to greener trade practices.

The pact also enhances Europe’s ge-
opolitical standing. By partnering with 
India, the EU signals its commitment to 
the Indo-Pacific, a region increasingly 
central to global power dynamics. It also 
demonstrates Europe’s ability to forge 
major trade deals independently of the 
U.S., reinforcing its strategic autonomy.

Challenges and Risks: Despite the 
optimism, challenges remain. Ratifica-
tion by the European Parliament could 
take at least a year, delaying implemen-
tation. Indian industries may struggle 
with compliance costs, particularly 
small and medium enterprises. Politi-
cally, both sides must manage domestic 
opposition—European farmers wary of 
Indian agricultural imports, and Indian 
producers concerned about competition 

from European luxury goods.
There are also risks of geopoliti-

cal backlash. China may respond with 
trade measures or intensified efforts to 
woo European partners. The U.S. may 
pressure India to limit concessions to 
Europe. And within India, there may be 
resistance to adopting stricter labor and 
environmental standards.

Global Implications: The pact’s 
ripple effects extend across the globe. 
For developing nations, it offers a model 
of balancing growth with sustainability. 
For multilateral institutions, it sets new 
norms for trade agreements. For global 
supply chains, it introduces resilience 
by diversifying production away from 
single-country dependence.

The pact could also reshape al-
liances. If successful, it may inspire 
similar agreements between Europe and 
other Asian democracies, such as Japan 
or South Korea. It may also encourage 
India to pursue deeper ties with African 
nations, leveraging its partnership with 
Europe as a template.

Closing Thought: The EU–India 
pact is rightly called the “Mother of 
All Deals.” It is more than a free trade 
agreement—it is a strategic alignment, 
a climate-conscious framework, and a 
geopolitical signal. By linking two vast 
markets, it promises to redefine global 
commerce and geopolitics in the coming 
decade. Its success will depend on how 
both sides manage domestic challenges, 
implement sustainability commitments, 
and leverage the pact to build a more re-
silient and balanced global trade order.

For India, it marks a coming of age 
as a global economic power. For Eu-
rope, it represents a bold step toward 
strategic autonomy. For the world, it is 
a reminder that trade is never just about 
goods and services—it is about values, 
alliances, and the future of global order.
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The world economy feels like it’s 
standing at a crossroads. With Donald 
Trump back in the White House, the 
dollar—the currency that has long been 
the backbone of global trade—is sud-
denly under scrutiny. Trump has never 
hidden his preference for a weaker 
dollar, believing it makes American 
exports more competitive. But this 
strategy carries consequences far be-
yond U.S. borders.

A deliberate devaluation might 
help American manufacturers in the 
short run, yet it risks shaking the very 
foundation of the dollar’s role as the 
world’s reserve currency. For decades, 
nations have trusted the dollar as the 
ultimate safe bet. If that trust falters, 
central banks and investors will look 
elsewhere. And increasingly, their eyes 
are turning to gold.

Gold is staging a comeback, not 
just as a hedge against inflation but as 
a symbol of independence. Countries 
like China, Russia, and India have been 
quietly stockpiling reserves, signaling a 
shift away from reliance on the dollar. 
In this “gold revolution,” the metal is 
more than a commodity—it’s a state-
ment of sovereignty. By anchoring 

trade and reserves in gold, nations are 
carving out space in a financial system 
long dominated by Washington.

This movement hints at a multipolar 
future. Instead of one currency dictat-
ing the rules, we may see a patchwork 
of regional currencies, digital assets, 
and gold-backed trade systems. Such a 
world would be more fragmented, but 
also less vulnerable to the whims of a 
single nation’s policies.

The geopolitical implications are 
enormous. Countries weary of U.S. 
sanctions and dollar dominance are 
finding common cause, forming new 

alliances that could reshape the bal-
ance of power. If the dollar continues to 
weaken, gold could reclaim its place at 
the center of global finance, echoing the 
era before Bretton Woods when it was 
the ultimate measure of value.Trump’s 
economic gamble may therefore spark 
something larger than intended. By 
weakening the dollar, he could ac-
celerate a worldwide shift toward 
gold, fueling a revolution in how na-
tions trade, invest, and safeguard their 
wealth. The stage is set for a new chap-
ter in global economics—one where 
gold, not the dollar, shines brightest.

In the world of defense technology, 
speed is everything. India’s Defence 
Research and Development Organisa-
tion (DRDO) has unveiled a weap-
on that embodies this principle—the 
Long-Range Anti-Ship Missile (LR-
AShM). Sleek, fast, and devastatingly 
precise, it is more than a missile; it is 
a declaration of India’s arrival in the 
hypersonic age.

Picture the Indian Ocean at dawn. A 
warship cuts through the waves, bris-
tling with radar and defense systems. 
Suddenly, a missile streaks across the 
sky at hypersonic speed—faster than 
Mach 5—leaving defenders with bare-
ly a moment to react. That missile is the 
LR-AShM, designed to pierce through 
the most advanced naval shields and 
strike with unerring accuracy.

For India, this weapon is not just 
about military might. It is about self-
reliance. For decades, India depended 
heavily on foreign imports to arm its 

forces. The LR-AShM, born from 
indigenous research and engineering, 
signals a turning point. It tells the world 
that India is no longer content to fol-
low—it is ready to lead in the race for 
next-generation defense technologies.

Strategically, the missile strength-
ens India’s hand in the Indo-Pacific, a 
region where maritime power defines 
influence. With China expanding its 
naval reach and global powers recali-
brating their presence, India’s ability 

to project hypersonic strength adds a 
new layer to the balance of power. It 
is a deterrent, a shield, and a sword 
rolled into one.But beyond geopolitics, 
the LR-AShM carries a sense of pride. 
It is a symbol of India’s technological 
confidence, a reminder that innovation 
can be as powerful as firepower. In the 
unfolding drama of global defense, this 
missile is India’s bold new character—
a hypersonic force rewriting the script 
of maritime security.

Trump, Dollar Devaluation, and the Global 
Gold Revolution: A New Economic Drama

DRDO’s LR-AShM: India’s New Symbol of Hypersonic Power
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India’s Budget 2026 arrives at a time 
when the country’s economic ambi-
tions are colliding with the realities 
of mounting domestic debt. While the 
government continues to emphasize 
growth, infrastructure expansion, and 
welfare spending, the shadow of rising 
liabilities is becoming harder to ignore.

Domestic debt—borrowings from 
within the country through bonds, 
securities, and loans—has steadily in-
creased over the past decade. In 2026, 
this burden has reached a point where it 
directly shapes fiscal policy. Servicing 
debt consumes a significant portion of 
government expenditure, leaving less 
room for fresh investments in social 
programs, education, and healthcare.

The challenge is twofold. On one 
hand, borrowing is necessary to fund 
ambitious projects and maintain mo-
mentum in sectors like renewable 
energy, defense, and digital infrastruc-
ture. On the other, excessive reliance on 
debt risks crowding out private invest-
ment and raising inflationary pressures. 
The government must walk a fine line 
between stimulating growth and ensur-
ing fiscal sustainability.

Budget 2026 reflects this balancing 

act. While allocations for infrastructure 
and welfare remain strong, there is a 
clear emphasis on fiscal discipline. 
Measures to broaden the tax base, 
improve compliance, and attract for-
eign investment are being positioned 
as ways to ease the debt load. At the 
same time, policymakers are exploring 
innovative financing models, including 
public-private partnerships, to reduce 
dependence on borrowing.

For ordinary citizens, the implica-
tions are tangible. Rising debt often 
translates into higher interest rates, 

tighter credit conditions, and potential 
cuts in subsidies. The government’s 
ability to manage this burden will de-
termine whether India can sustain its 
growth trajectory without slipping into 
a cycle of debt dependency. In essence, 
Budget 2026 is not just about num-
bers—it is about choices. India stands 
at a crossroads where fiscal prudence 
must meet developmental ambition. 
How the country manages its growing 
domestic debt will define not only the 
health of its economy but also the con-
fidence of its people in the years ahead.

The Bombay High Court has delivered 
a judgment that could reshape the way 
India treats survivors of human traf-
ficking. At the heart of the case lies 
the practice of placing victims in so-
called “protective custody”—a system 
intended to shield them from further 
exploitation but one that often ends up 
restricting their liberty.

The Court raised a fundamental 
constitutional question: can the state 
justify confining survivors, even un-
der the guise of protection, without 
violating their right to life and personal 
freedom under Article 21 of the Con-
stitution? The ruling underscores that 
protection cannot come at the cost of 
autonomy. Survivors of trafficking, the 
judges noted, are not criminals; they 
are victims of crime. To treat them as 
detainees’ risks compounding their 
trauma rather than alleviating it.

This decision is significant because 
it challenges a long-standing tension 
in India’s legal framework. Protec-
tive custody has often been used as a 
default response, but critics argue it 

blurs the line between care and control. 
The Court’s intervention signals a shift 
toward a more rights-based approach, 
where rehabilitation, counseling, and 
empowerment replace confinement as 
the tools of protection.

The judgment also carries broader 
implications for India’s justice system. 
It forces policymakers to rethink how 
laws balance state responsibility with 
individual rights. By questioning the 
constitutionality of protective custody, 
the Court has opened the door to re-
forms that could ensure survivors are 
treated with dignity, not suspicion.

In essence, the Bombay High 
Court’s ruling is not just about traffick-
ing victims—it is about the meaning of 
freedom in a constitutional democracy. 
It reminds us that protection must em-
power, not imprison, and that justice 
must heal, not harm.

Budget 2026 and the Rising Burden of 
Domestic Debt

Bombay High Court’s Landmark Ruling: Constitutional 
Questions on ‘Protective Custody’ of Trafficking Survivors
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Space exploration has always been a 
symbol of human ambition, but behind 
the romance of rockets and distant plan-
ets lies a stark reality: the human body 
is not naturally built for space. Every 
journey beyond Earth’s atmosphere 
brings with it a series of physiologi-
cal and psychological challenges that 
scientists and astronauts must confront.

One of the most immediate effects 
of space travel is microgravity. In the 
absence of Earth’s pull, muscles weak-
en and bones lose density, leading to 
conditions similar to accelerated aging. 
Astronauts must exercise rigorously to 
counteract these effects, yet even with 
precautions, long missions can leave 
lasting impacts on their physical health.

Another challenge is radiation ex-
posure. Outside the protective shield of 
Earth’s atmosphere and magnetic field, 
astronauts are vulnerable to cosmic 
rays and solar radiation. Prolonged 
exposure increases the risk of cancer 
and other illnesses, making radiation 
shielding one of the most critical as-
pects of spacecraft design.

The human body also struggles with 
fluid distribution in space. Without 
gravity, fluids shift toward the upper 
body, causing facial puffiness, vision 
problems, and increased pressure on 
the brain. These changes may seem 
minor at first, but over time they can af-

fect cognitive performance and overall 
well-being.

Beyond the physical, space travel 
poses psychological challenges. Isola-
tion, confinement, and the absence of 
natural rhythms like day and night can 
strain mental health. Astronauts must 
adapt to living in close quarters, often 
for months, with limited contact with 
family and friends. Maintaining mo-
rale and mental resilience becomes as 
important as physical fitness.

Looking ahead to missions to Mars 
and beyond, these challenges grow 
even more daunting. Journeys lasting 

years will push the limits of human 
endurance. Scientists are exploring so-
lutions ranging from advanced exercise 
regimes and medical monitoring to ar-
tificial gravity and improved shielding 
technologies.

Space travel is not just a test of en-
gineering—it is a test of biology. Each 
mission teaches us more about the resil-
ience and fragility of the human body. 
As humanity prepares for deeper explo-
ration, the greatest frontier may not be 
the stars themselves, but the challenge 
of keeping our bodies and minds strong 
enough to reach them.

The automobile industry is undergoing 
a quiet revolution, and at its center is 
Vehicle-to-Vehicle (V2V) commu-
nication technology. This innovation 
allows cars to “talk” to each other on 
the road, sharing critical information 
in real time to prevent accidents and 
improve traffic flow. At its core, V2V 
technology uses wireless signals to 
transmit data such as speed, direction, 
and location between vehicles. Imag-
ine two cars approaching an intersec-
tion from different directions. Even 
before the drivers see each other, their 
vehicles exchange information, alert-
ing them to a potential collision. This 
split-second warning can make the 
difference between a safe stop and a 
devastating crash. The promise of V2V 
lies in its ability to reduce human error, 
which remains the leading cause of 
road accidents worldwide. By creating 
a network of connected vehicles, the 
system can anticipate risks far beyond 

the driver’s line of sight—whether it’s 
a sudden brake ahead, a car hidden 
around a curve, or a vehicle merging 
unexpectedly.Beyond safety, V2V has 
broader implications for urban mobil-
ity. With cars constantly communicat-
ing, traffic management could become 
more efficient. Congestion might ease 
as vehicles coordinate lane changes and 
speed adjustments. Emergency servic-
es could benefit too, with ambulances 
and fire trucks signaling their presence 
to surrounding vehicles, clearing paths 
more quickly.However, challenges 

remain. The technology requires wide-
spread adoption to be effective, mean-
ing both new and old vehicles must be 
equipped or retrofitted. Cybersecurity 
is another concern—ensuring that com-
munication networks remain secure 
from hacking or misuse is critical. Poli-
cymakers and manufacturers will need 
to work hand in hand to set standards 
and build trust among consumers.

In many ways, V2V safety technol-
ogy represents the next step toward 
autonomous driving. It is not about 
replacing the driver but about empow-
ering them with information that no 
human senses could provide. As India 
and the world move toward smarter cit-
ies and connected infrastructure, V2V 
stands as a cornerstone of safer, more 
intelligent transportation.

The road ahead may still be long, 
but with vehicles learning to speak the 
same language, the journey promises to 
be far safer than ever before.

Space Travel and the Challenges to the Human Body

Vehicle-to-Vehicle (V2V) Safety Technology: Driving Toward a Safer Future
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The UGC Regulations 2026, issued on Jan-
uary 13, have triggered nationwide protests 
and a Bharat Bandh call on February 1, with 
critics alleging the rules are discriminatory 
and exclude general category students from 
protection. Several PILs have been filed in 
the Supreme Court, while the Union Educa-
tion Ministry has said a clarification will 
be issued soon amid rising protests across 
major education centers.

CHENNAI: On January 29, the Tamil 
Nadu Generation and Distribution 
Corporation (TANGEDCO) has an-
nounced a scheduled power shutdown 
in multiple areas of Chennai from 9 am 
to 2 pm for maintenance work. Sev-
eral localities such as Madhavaram and 
Vadaperumbakkam will experience 
electricity supply interruption, with 
power expected to be restored once the 
work is completed.

Protests Across Nationwide Called on 
February 1st 2026 Over UGC Regulations

Chennai Power Cut on January 29: Shutdown in Multiple 
Areas Announced ByTANGEDCO

Western Disturbance to Bring Rain, Snowfall in North India This Weekend
A fresh Western Disturbance will impact the Western Himalayas from January 31 to February 2, bringing heavy rainfall and 
snowfall on February 1, according to the IMD. The system is also expected to cause light to moderate rain over northwest and 
central India, along with dense fog during mornings and nights across northwest, central, and eastern regions until February 2. 
In the past 24 hours, dense to very dense fog with visibility below 50 meters was reported in Punjab, Haryana, and West Uttar 
Pradesh, with fog also observed in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, and Odisha. Cold to severe cold day conditions prevailed 
in Himachal Pradesh, while hailstorms were reported in isolated areas of Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab, Haryana, Uttar 
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, and Delhi.

Delhi Metro Gates, Roads 
To Be Closed For Beating 
Retreat Rehearsals
DELHI: The Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration (DMRC) announced that the 
exit gates of Udyog Bhawan and Cen-
tral Secretariat metro stations facing 
Rafi Marg will remain closed for four 
hours on January 29. The specific 
gates will remain closed from 2 pm to 
6 pm. The DMRC on January 28 is-
sued a statement informing about the 
restrictions at the two metro stations. 
The metro authorities said the deci-
sion has been taken due to security 
arrangements for the Beating Retreat 
Ceremony 2026.

Massive Avalanche Hits Kisht-
war Valley In J&K Day After 
High-Intensity Snowstorm in 
Sonamarg
JAMMU AND KASHMIR: A mas-
sive avalanche hit the Kishtwar valley 
in Jammu and Kashmir a day after a 
high-intensity snowstorm impacted Son-
amarg, triggering panic among residents 
in the remote Warwan valley area. The 
avalanche descended from higher reaches 
due to heavy snowfall, damaging grazing 
grounds and seasonal shelters. Authorities 
have issued advisories urging locals to 
stay away from avalanche-prone zones as 
severe weather continues. No injuries or 
casualties have been reported so far.

Tamil Nadu Weather Up-
date: IMD Issues Rain 
Alert For These Coastal 
Districts Till Feb 2
TAMIL NADU: The India Me-
teorological Department (IMD) 
has issued a rain alert for coastal 
districts of Tamil Nadu through 
February 2, with showers likely 
to continue and possibly lead to 
lower temperatures and water-
logging in key areas including 
Chennai. Residents are advised 
to expect rainfall and related 
disruptions over the next few 
days as weather systems bring 
moisture to the region, and au-
thorities are cautioning people to 
stay updated with forecasts

Bihar: Bomb Threat Email 
Triggers High Alert at Siwan 
Civil Court, Security Tight-
ened
PATNA: On January 28 Panic gripped 
the administration in Bihar's Siwan after 
a bomb threat was received at the Siwan 
Civil Court via an unknown email ID, 
warning that the court premises would 
be blown up by 12 p.m. Following the 
threat, the district administration and 
police swung into action, placing the en-
tire area on high alert. Considering the 
gravity of the situation, Siwan Superin-
tendent of Police (SP) Puran Kumar Jha 
and District Magistrate Vivek Ranjan 
Maitreya reached the court premises 
and personally monitored the security 
arrangements.
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JHARKHAND: A violent clash broke 
out during a Saraswati idol immer-
sion procession in Ramgarh district, 
Jharkhand, leading to stone-pelting be-
tween a group of locals and the police. 
The incident occurred as authorities 
tried to control the crowd, resulting 
in at least 19 people being injured, 
including 4 policemen, and tension in 
the area. Police have arrested several 
people and filed FIRs against many 
involved to restore order and prevent 
further violence.

19 People, Including 4 Policemen, Injured In Clash With 
Cops During Saraswati Idols Immersion In Ramgarh

Pune Rickshaw Drivers to Halt Services to 
Pay Tribute to Ajit Pawar On January 29
PUNE: The decision to suspend auto-rickshaw services 
for the day has been taken unanimously by the Pune Dis-
trict Auto-Rickshaw Drivers-Owners Association and all 
auto-rickshaw unions in Pune city, as a mark of respect 
and to offer a heartfelt tribute to Ajit Pawar. All auto-
rickshaw services will remain shut from 8:00 am to 5:00 
pm on January 29.

Maharashtra Declares Three-Day Mourn-
ing on Passing of Deputy CM Ajit Pawar
MAHARASHTRA: Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar 
has died in a plane crash, prompting the Maharashtra gov-

ernment to declare a 
three day state mourn-
ing from January 28 
to January 30, 2026. 
As part of the obser-
vance, schools across 
Maharashtra were 
closed on January 28 
and the national flag 

will be flown at half mast, though regular operations 
are expected to resume after the mourning period. The 
announcement reflects widespread grief across the state 
following the tragic loss of the senior political leader.
 

New Traffic Rules in Mumbai to Cut Con-
gestion from February 1
MUMBAI: Mumbai Traffic Police will ban heavy ve-
hicles from entering the city during peak hours starting 
February 1 to reduce congestion and improve road safety. 
Heavy vehicles will be restricted from 8 am–11 am and 
5 pm–9 pm, while South Mumbai will have stricter rules, 
banning all heavy vehicles from 7 am to 12 midnight, ex-
cept those carrying essential goods. Entry in South Mum-
bai will be allowed only between 12 midnight and 7 am.

Bomb Threat Triggers Security Alert At 
Ahmedabad Rural Court
AHMEDABAD: An anonymous bomb threat received at 
the Ahmedabad Rural Court on 28 January 2026 triggered 
panic and a major security alert, with fire department ve-
hicles, police and emergency teams rushing to the site to 
conduct thorough searches of courtrooms, parking areas 
and sensitive spots; many lawyers, litigants and staff were 
evacuated as a precaution, and while authorities are try-
ing to trace the source of the threat and investigate who 
is responsible, no suspicious device has been found so 
far and strict security protocols continue to be followed.
Mumbai Traffic Advisory: Heavy Vehicles Re-
stricted On Borivali East Roads For Three Months

MUMBAI: To ease traffic congestion and reduce the 
risk of accidents, the Mumbai Traffic Police have im-
posed temporary restrictions on the movement of heavy 
vehicles and private water tankers on select narrow roads 
in Borivali East. The decision was announced through a 
notification issued on Wednesday by the Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (Traffic), Western Suburbs. The 
restrictions will remain in force on a trial basis for three 
months, till April 28.

Nifty Above 25,300, Sensex Surges 487 
Pts as Metals, Media, Oil & Gas Rally
Indian equity indices ended on strong note with Nifty 
above 25,300 on January 28. At close, the Sensex was up 
487.20 points or 0.60 percent at 82,344.68, and the Nifty 
was up 167.35 points or 0.66 percent at 25,342.75.
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UNITED STATES: Measles cases 
in South Carolina have risen by 89 
to a total of 789 confirmed infec-
tions, marking one of the largest 
states level outbreaks in recent U.S. 
history. The outbreak, which started 
in October and is mainly centered in 
Greenville and Spartanburg coun-
ties, could last for weeks or months 
due to lagging vaccination rates, 
health officials warned. More than 
550 people are in quarantine, and a 
small number are in isolation, with 
many cases linked to unvaccinated 
individuals

Measles Cases in South Carolina Rise by 89 
To 789, State Health Department Says

Nipah Virus Fears Trigger Airport Checks 
Across Asia After India Confirms Two Cases

BANGKOK/SINGAPORE: India has confirmed two 
cases of the deadly Nipah virus in West Bengal that were 
detected since late December. In response, several Asian 
countries including Singapore, Hong Kong, Thailand, 
Malaysia, Nepal and China have stepped up airport 
screenings, health surveillance and travel check to pre-
vent any possible spread, although no cases have been 
reported outside India. Indian officials say the outbreak is 
under timely containment with ongoing monitoring and 
precautionary public health measures in place.

Silver Glitters To Record Rs 3.85 Lakh/Kg; 
Gold Storms Rs 1.71 Lakh/10g
Silver prices in India hit a record high of ₹3.85 lakh per 
kg as demand stayed strong, while gold climbed to a 
fresh peak of ₹1.71 lakh per 10 grams in bullion markets 
on January 28, 2026. The rally was driven by weaker US 
dollar trends, strong global buying, and safe haven de-
mand amid geopolitical and economic uncertainties. Both 
metals have continued rising, marking sustained bullish 
momentum in the precious metals market.

Further Rain Warnings Issued for Ireland 
as Clean Up Under Way at Flood-Hit Town

IRELAND: New rain warnings have been issued 
as communities hit by heavy flooding earlier in the 
week assess the damage. Met Eireann has issued a 
Status Yellow rain warning for counties Dublin, Car-
low, Kilkenny, Wexford, Wicklow, and Waterford 
which will be in effect all day January 29. The Irish 
forecaster warned that heavy rain, combined with 
saturated grounds and high river levels, could lead to 
more flooding.

Deadly Winter Storm Grips US As Deep Freeze 
Continues, Hudson River Fills with Ice

UNITED STATES: A severe winter storm sweeping 
from the Deep South to the Northeast US has caused 
at least 38 deaths, widespread power outages, and ma-
jor travel disruptions. The storm brought heavy snow, 
freezing rain, and extreme cold, with fatalities linked to 
hypothermia, accidents, carbon monoxide poisoning, and 
snow removal injuries.
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As India shifts gears of development and strives to transform itself from an 
emerging economy to a developed one, the burden of growing disparity between 
industrial profits and overall human development index continues to become 
a hurdle. Mrs. Stuti Bhushan CEO - Aayam, Chairman - Centre for CSR & 
Sustainability Excellence Yet favorably, with the new Companies Act in place, 
profit-making corporations now have an opportunity to play an instrumental 
role to overcome the social development concerns. “What we take from the 
community, we must give back to it.’ Today, Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
is no longer a matter of mandate, but an affair of commitment that companies 
behold towards the society at large.

It marks the best time for social interventions to take place, and an opportunity 
for the country to create a sustainable future for our youth. Evidently, India has 
emerged as the country with the youngest population with 65% below the age 
of 35. The CSR mandate is a trigger for the private sectors and gives a chance to 
contribute towards social welfare.

The Programme implementation under CSR mandate, requires close 
coordination between the government, civil society Organisations (CSOs) 
and other stakeholders. Seemingly, a corporation's social responsibility cannot 
be limited to allocating fund or just introducing a project, the focus on Social 
Impact is equally important with a timely social audit. Since the year 2022, our 
organization is thoroughly working in the social development sector and has fairly 

Best Practices
Centre for CSR & Sustainability Excellence
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understood the various complexities that 
exist in the socio-economic paradigm 
of the world's largest democracy. We are 
effective in revamping the entire value 
chain of social interventions by studying 
the ground-level needs. Owing to our 
thorough understanding, our organisation 
is proficient to translate opportunities 
into intended positive outcomes through 
enduring partnerships among businesses 
and civicbodies. At Aayam, we realise the 
approach towards addressing the social 
challenges with cost-effectiveness and 
time-orientation. Certainly, there is an 
immense growth potential in this sector, 
both quantitatively and qualitatively. What 
is important is that the commitment, even if they are minuscule, are undertaken 
and directed towards a positive and realistic impact which is contributions of 
women in our society. As we reflect on the progress, we have made towards 
gender equality, we must also recognize the challenges that still exist. One of the 
most significant challenges facing women is access to healthcare & It is crucial. 
AAYAM prioritize the health and well-being of women, particularly those from 
marginalized communities. This includes ensuring access to reproductive health 
services, maternal healthcare, and addressing the high rates of gender-based 
violence that affect women's physical and mental health.

Moreover, AAYAM must focus on providing women with opportunities to 
build sustainable livelihoods. Women are often underrepresented in the workforce 
and face wage discrimination, making it difficult for them to support themselves 
and their families. AAYAM must strive to create an environment that empowers 
women to pursue their career aspirations, whether it is through entrepreneurship 
or by working in traditional industries.

In addition to healthcare and livelihood, education is another critical area 
where women face challenges. Ensuring access to education for women is not 
only a matter of basic human rights but also essential for their economic and 
social empowerment. We must work towards providing quality education to 
women and girls, particularly in marginalized communities, to break the cycle of 
poverty and enable them to make informed decisions about their lives.

In conclusion, let us renew our commitment to achieving gender equality in 
all spheres of life. We must work together to remove barriers and create a world 
where women can live healthy, prosperous, and fulfilling lives. We owe it to the 
women in our lives, and we owe it to ourselves as a society.
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